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From Wood to Paper 





People have been using paper for many centuries. 

For much of this time, paper was made from rags. 

Today, most paper is made from wood. 

Every year, many new trees must be planted 
to replace the ones that have been cut down 
for making paper. 

Some of these trees will be cut down 
and sold as Christmas trees. 

Other trees are allowed to grow much taller 
before they are cut down. 

These very tall trees will be cut down and made into paper. 








First the trees are cut into logs 
of exactly the same length. 

Then the bark is taken off. 

Bark would make dark spots in the paper. 

A machine then grinds the wood into tiny chips 
that are almost as fine as powder. 











A huge machine mixes the wood powder with water 
to make a paste. 

This machine has beaters 
just like an electric cake mixer. 












The wood paste is then poured into another machine 
along with some glue. 

The glue helps make the paper strong 
so that it will be hard to tear. 

Cellulose, which is another product made from wood, 
is added to the paste. 

Cellulose is a substance that is found in most plants. 

It is made of tiny fibers. 

These fibers form the paper. 

The cellulose is dropped into the paste 
from a conveyor belt. 


















The soft, wet paper paste is poured onto a moving screen 
called a sieve. 

Most of the water drips out through the sieve. 

The moist paper then comes out of the sieve 
and runs onto hot rollers. 

























The rollers work like giant irons. 

The moist paper is squeezed through them, 
and the paper becomes smooth, thin, and dry. 
Paper-making machines are some of the 
longest machines in the world. 

Many are longer than two football fields put together. 










































The finished paper is wound up into huge, heavy rolls. 
Later it will be trimmed into many different sizes. 

The trimmed sheets of paper are stored in warehouses 
until they are needed. 

















Many, many tons of paper are printed every day 
and sold as books, newspapers, or magazines. 

Drawing paper, tissues, toilet paper, money, and many other 
products we use everyday are made from paper, too. 

























ALI MITGUTSCH is one of Germany’s best-known 
children’s book illustrators. He is a devoted world traveler, and 
many of his book ideas have taken shape during his travels. 
Perhaps this is why they have such international appeal. 

Mr. Mitgutsch’s books have been published in 22 countries 
and are enjoyed by thousands of readers around the world. 

Ali Mitgutsch lives with his wife and three children in 
Schwabing, the artists’ quarter in Munich. The Mitgutsch 
family also enjoys spending time on their farm in the Bavarian 
countryside. 
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